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This talk will draw connections between two revenge tragedies performed nearly a decade apart, but both published for 

the first time in 1603: Christopher Marlowe’s Massacre at Paris and Shakespeare’s Hamlet. Both playwrights engage 

Calvinist philosophies associated with the French Wars of Religion as they explore the implications for the English 

theatre of an emergent Protestant ethics of life and death, resistance and revenge.  

Elizabeth Pentland is Associate Professor of English at York University, specializing in Shakespeare and early modern 

literature. Her current research focuses on the literature of the French civil wars in England. Recent publications 

include essays on Christopher Marlowe’s French sources, Shakespeare’s Navarre, and Mary Sidney’s translation of The 

Discourse of Life and Death.  

 


