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This talk opens with the dramatic, self-imposed, rational, 

modern guidelines for self-analysis of Ignatius’s autobio-

graphy and letters; it then touches briefly on the practi-

cal, didactic side of the Spiritual Exercises, turned 

educational exercises with Claudio Acquaviva’s 1599 

Ratio studiorum; and then presents a number of “apostles 

of modernity,” Italian missionaries who used that book 

and its innovative modern function of cultural emancipa-

tion in East Asia and in the Americas.  
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