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Historians of slavery struggle to balance large-scale 

data with life stories. Seeing individual enslaved 

people in the records and establishing them in time 

and place is one method of resistance against the 

historical violence of enslavement. Mapping non-

dominant groups is a powerful method of 

documentation when records of individual life 

experiences are thin. Not only does mapping bring to 

light enslaved people’s presence in the city, but it 

serves as a useful reminder of their contributions to 

contemporary society. Given the nature of extant 

records, however, it is also a challenging task. This 

presentation will explore that process and the records 

and data that underpin it. 
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Image: Detail from Ambrogio Lorenzetti, Martyrdom of the Franciscans in Tana (1320-1325), Church of San 

Francesco, Siena. 
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