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Race, faith, and multilingualism have emerged in recent years 

as central strands in the global turn in studying early cultures. 

Travel writing, in particular, has offered unmatched opportuni-

ties to examine cross-cultural contact in the Global Middle Ag-

es and early modernity. Female presence, however, still re-

mains under-documented in such studies. Received historiog-

raphy often overlooks women’s mobility or their agency in the 

history of travel, while throughout that period and across the 

whole of Eurasia women largely engaged in nomadic migra-

tions, bridal journeys, pilgrimages, and diplomatic or commer-

cial transacttions involving all strata of societies, from elite to 

enslaved. Then, as now, travelling as women challenged patri-

archal boundaries in many cases, and brought about concerns for regulation, safety, or privacy, while also 

opening spaces of specific female agency and sociability that are yet to be explored in scholarship. Organised 

around a number of representative case studies, this project’s ambition is to help fill that research gap through 

mapping out some varieties of female mobility from the late medieval to the early modern period. 
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